Modern Context Presentation – Brave New World
1. Soma vs. Modern Drugs (Robbie)
2. Anti-Depressants (Robbie)
3. Cloning and Genetics (1) (David)
In biology, cloning is the process of producing similar populations of genetically identical individuals that occurs in nature when organisms such as bacteria, insects or plants reproduce asexually. Cloning in biotechnology refers to processes used to create copies of DNA fragments (molecular cloning), cells (cell cloning), or organisms. In the United States, the human consumption of meat and other products from cloned animals was approved by the FDA on December 28, 2006, with no special labelling required because food from cloned organisms has been found to be identical to the organisms from which they were cloned.
In Brave New World, the World State requires heavy control and strict regulations as its foundation to ensure everything that is created is with a distinct purpose. That is the reason for the different castes in place and the diverse but specific roles individuals in these castes have in society. Everyone has a function and the Hatchery and Conditioning Centres are responsible for the production of the humans which make up the World State. In the early chapters of the book Henry Foster and the DHC outline the process to the visiting children by which the humans who enter their world are ‘manufactured’. They go through a standardised (dependent on caste)’birthing process’ which enables them to adapt and be content with the lifestyle they eventually go on to live. “One egg, one embryo, one adult-normality. But a bokanovskified egg will bud, will proliferate, will divide. From eight to ninety-six buds, and every bud will grow into a perfectly formed embryo, and every embryo into a full-sized adult.” Therefore Huxley explores the social implications of cloning and artificial human production by creating a world where it is predominant in his book ‘Brave New World’. 
4. Cloning and Genetics (2) (David)
Cloning had not taken off as a concept at the time of Huxley’s writing but ever since the progress made has been dramatic. In 1962 John Gurdon of Oxford University claimed that he had cloned South African frogs from the nucleus of fully differentiated adult intestinal cells and a year later the British biologist J.B.S. Haldane used the term "clone" in a speech.  In 1995 Ian Wilmut and Keith Campbell of the Roslin Institute in Scotland successfully cloned two sheep, Megan and Morag, using cells extracted from differentiated embryos. However the major breakthrough in cloning came in 1996. Ian Wilmut and Keith Campbell cloned the first animal from adult cells. Dolly the sheep, born on July 5, 1996, was created using the so-called Roslin Technique. The cloning of Dolly is one of the most important milestones in the history of animal cloning, as it proves that cloning of adult animals is possible. Dolly went on to live a relatively normal and healthy life. As of yet there are no major developments to suggest that human cloning is possible, but it seems that any such creation could manifest itself to create a world similar to the one Mustapha Monde is in charge of, full of control and regulation.
5. Contraception (Robbie)
6. Sport and Leisure (1) (David)

World State culture is fairly standardised and available to everyone. Sport in particular is an interesting feature of the book, with regular sports such as wrestling and swimming alongside fictional sports including electro-magnetic golf and escalator squash. Humans are conditioned to hate the country but love country sports such as these. The purpose of the sports was to distract humans from their daily working life. However even leisure activities are heavily controlled. The most favoured sports are those which require a complicated apparatus which has to be purchased. These sports were various bizarre games played using a bewildering array of high-tech gadgets, in order to keep factories busy.  “At the same time, we see to it that all country sports shall entail the use of elaborate apparatus. So that they consume manufactured articles as well as transport.” Therefore everything was cleverly constructed to ensure that the world as the World State knows it continues to move in a cyclical fashion without any unexpected occurrences. 
7. Sport and Leisure (2)David)

The economic side to the sports may follow on from the theory of the ‘cycle of prosperity’ which was used to explain the roaring 1920s in America. The cycle could start at any point and each event led to another. Increased production as the result of Ford’s new assembly lines meant that more workers were employed and there were higher wages. This in turn led to increased spending on consumer products and this increased demand for products increased production, thus starting the cycle again.
 In today’s world sports are less heavily controlled but the creation of fictional sports by Huxley parallels the creativity of many people today who have created rather bizarre sports in an attempt to distract themselves from the mundane nature of day-to-day life.  “In the end she persuaded him, much against his will, to fly over to Amsterdam to see the semi-demi finals of the Women’s Heavyweight Wrestling Championship.” Some examples include Chess Boxing and Mountain Unicycling. Chess Boxing was created in 1992 and first played in 2003. A full match consists of eleven rounds: six rounds of chess, each four minutes long, and five rounds of boxing, each three minutes long. One can win by either achieving a knockout or a checkmate. Mountain Unicycling was invented in the 1980s with the creation of the Muni.  It involves riding a unicycle on mountainous terrain and has achieved national coverage on channels such as FOX in America. 
