STALIN, SOVIET PREMIER, BROADCAST TO THE PEOPLE OF THE SOVIET UNION 
July 3, 1941 
All our work must be immediately reconstructed on a war footing, everything must be subordinated to the interests of the front and the task of organizing the demolition of the enemy. 

The people of the Soviet Union now see that there is no taming of German fascism in its savage fury and hatred of our country which has ensured all working people labour in freedom and prosperity. 

The peoples of the Soviet Union must rise against the enemy and defend their rights and their land. The Red Army, Red Navy and all citizens of the Soviet Union must defend every inch of Soviet soil, must fight to the last drop of blood for our towns and villages, must display the daring initiative and intelligence that are inherent in our people. 

We must organize all-round assistance for the Red Army, ensure powerful reinforcements for its ranks and the supply of everything it requires, we must organize the rapid transport of troops and military freight and extensive aid to the wounded. 

We must strengthen the Red Army's rear, subordinating all our work to this cause. All our industries must be got to work with greater intensity to produce more rifles, machine-guns, artillery, bullets, shells, airplanes; we must organize the guarding of factories, power-stations, telephonic and telegraphic communications and arrange effective air raid precautions in all localities. 

We must wage a ruthless fight against all disorganizers of the rear, deserters, panic-mongers, rumour-mongers; we must exterminate spies, diversionists and enemy parachutists, rendering rapid aid in all this to our destroyer battalions. 

We must bear in mind that the enemy is crafty, unscrupulous, experienced in deception and the dissemination of false rumours.  We must reckon with all this and not fall victim to provocation.

All who by their panic-mongering and cowardice hinder the work of defence, no matter who they are, must be immediately haled before the military tribunal. In case of forced retreat of Red Army units, all rolling stock must be evacuated, the enemy must not be left a single engine, a single railway car, not a single pound of grain or a gallon of fuel. 

		Prime minister Tony Blair has promised British forces fighting in Afghanistan better resources.

His comments came during an interview, broadcast to the 

armed forces, on the fifth anniversary of operations in Afghanistan. Troops were deployed in the country in 2001 following the September 11th [image: image1.jpg]


attacks by al-Qaida on the World Trade Centre.

In the interview, Mr Blair gave praise to the troops serving in the region and reminded them of the reason for their mission - the need to remove the Taliban and al-Qaida from Afghanistan.

"If we let Afghanistan be used again as a training ground for the export of terrorism, it turns up on our streets - it harms British citizens. So what our troops are doing in Afghanistan is of fundamental importance not just to the security of our country but global security," he said.

To help the troops, the prime minister has promised better resources such as helicopters and armoured vehicles. He told the troops that the British government will provide "whatever" commanders require to complete their mission.

"Let me just make one thing clear: if the commanders on the ground want more equipment, armoured vehicles for example, more helicopters, that will be provided," Mr Blair said.

The prime minister is also expected to announce a better package, including higher pay and benefits, for the 18,500 British armed forces serving with Nato's International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan.

Speaking on the fight against the Taliban, the prime minister said the mission has been "very, very tough" but the British forces were winning. 

"Whenever you go into a battlefield situation like that, there are always things that you learn, there are always things that come at you in a more intense way than you expect.

"But what they're doing is absolutely essential because the reason why they're fighting hard is that the Taliban are fighting them hard and fortunately, since they're up against the British troops - and our troops are fighting brilliantly, we are winning that," said Mr Blair.



	

	

	


