Wuthering Heights Key Quotes

Dogs! 

For what they reveal about character (add to / enhance H’s gothic qualities ) Nature and civilised society symbolised by 2 houses – and their dogs.  Add to the gothic setting and atmosphere. H alignment with devil as lord of beasts. Has control and an affinity with them.

· “growled Mr H in unison”

· “Other dogs haunted the recesses” 

· “Half a dozen four-footed fiends … issued forth from the hidden dens …”

· “..two hairy monsters flew at my throat and extinguishing the light.”

· “Miss Cathy rejectd the peace-offering of the terrier and demanded her own dogs”

· “Hareton happened to issue forth, attended by some canine followers “

· CATHERINE I

· Tells Joseph she has “progressed in the Black Art”

· J says of her: “Oh, wicked, wicked”

· ND “little witch”

· “I’ve dreamt in my life dreams that have stayed with me ever after”

· (Of H and EL) “I’ll try to break their hearts by breaking my own” 

LINTON HEATHCLIFF

· ND : “fretful, ailing charge”

· H : “Oh damn my soul! But that’s worse than I expected..”

· Revenge “sole consideration which can make me endure the whelp”

· “abject reptile”

HARETON

· ND : “Good things lost amid a wilderness of weeds”

· Hareton to CII: “I’ll be damned before I be thy servant!..Damned – thou saucy witch!”

H on Hareton and Linton:

· “…one is gold put to the use of paving stones; and the other is tin polished to ape a service of silver – Mine has nothing valuable about it”

 AO2 – crafted; nurture rather than nature: H’s manipulation and cruelty. Nature / nurture debate (or civilisation vs Nature as seems to one of the central oppositions of the novel) Eagleton  H “parody”of a Capitalist. Uses his latterly found status and power to perpetuate some of the wrongs done to him and to do bad. Psychoanalytical perspective: repeating learned behaviour. Gothic: transgression; history repeating itself / past as revenant / curses that run through generations. Cruelty, conflict etc

See significance of Hareton’s position at the end according to Marxist perspective. If he is a diluted version of H (and C is) then there appears to be social unity at the end. If, however, he represents the working classes and she the upper class; if he represents Nature and she Civilised Society; WH and G;then capitalism, Civilised society, The G have won. Similarly, is his education by Cathy suggestive of unity or usurpation? Cathy: balance between Grange (civilisation) and WH (wildness)? Is EB espousing a more temperate way of living, or is the ending merely reflective of history? Positive and negative. (AO3)

First interpretation much more conventional and much more fitting with most people’s view of the novel as a love story; a story with an (implicit) happy ending.

Heathcliff

· “growled”

· “He dashed his head against the knotted trunk; and, lifting up his eyes, howled, not like a man, but like a savage beast getting goaded to death with knives and spears.”

· “uncontrollable passion of tears”

· “Rough as a saw-edge and as hard as whinstone!” (N about H) “gipsy” “imp of Satan” (E)

· “…I might have the privilege of flinging Joseph off the highest gable, and painting the house-front with Hindley’s blood!”

· “wicked boy” “scornful laugh” “unfit for a decent house” 

· (H on L) “Oh, damn my soul! But that’s worse than expected- and the devil knows I was not sanguine!”

· “A half- civilised ferocity lurked yet in the depressed brows, and eyes full of black fire”

· “black villain” 

· (EL on H): “Your presence is a moral poison that would contaminate the most virtuous”

· “He seized the poker, smashed the lock from the inner door, and made his escape”
SETTING

· Name: ‘Wuthering Heights” (of house and novel). “Wuthering”= windswept. 

· Heath+cliff. ‘Lear’ Heath where degenerates into madness; Gloucester is deceived and saved – cliff (similar themes: familial strife, madness, violence, evil)

· “A quantity of grotesque carvings lavished over the front”

· “…dogs haunted the recesses”

· “On that bleak hill top the earth was hard with a black frost and the air made me shiver through every limb”

· H- affinity with wildness of moors / nature. C on H:

· “an unreclaimed creature, without refinement – without cultivation; an arid wilderness of furze and whinstone.”

· “Rough as saw-edge, and as hard as whinstone!”

· “Earnshaw carved over the front door”

· “A high wind blustered around the house, and roared in the chimney” (PF upon E’ s death)

· “The storm came rattling over the Heights in full fury” (after “I am H” and Shrek scene)

H’s return – ND:

· “On a mellow evening in September, I was coming from the garden with a heavy basket of apples which I had been collecting. It had got dusk, and the moon looked over the high wall of the court, causing undefined shadows to lurk in the corners of the numerous projecting portions of the building” Starts off in unusually light mood / ends darkly and ominously. Juxtaposition of normal with supernatural accentuates Gothicism. Foreshadowing of turmult that is to follow; presages / portends H’s return. 

Before she discovers H’s death:

· “The following evening was very wet, indeed it poured down, til day-dawn; and , as I took my morning walk round the house, I observed the master’s window swinging open, and the rain driving straight in”

· “The grey church; looked greyer, and the lonely churchyard lonelier” (after H’s death. NB: AO2 use of comparatives at end of phrase to emphasise grey and lonely’ caesura, balanced phrase)

· Lockwood: “exit… with the glow of a sinking sun behind, and the mild glory of a rising moon in front – one fading, and the other brightening”

