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Module - Population
This unit investigates the global distribution of population the role played by physical and human features and processes in determining the distribution at a range of scales.  Pupils will also examine the causes and effects of changes in population at a range of scales.  This leads to an investigation of the demographic transition model and the reasons why some countries are trying to control their population growth.  Population structure (pyramids) will also be introduced.  Pupils will also explore the relationship between the growth of population and the Earth’s resources and investigate some of the issues that arise from the uneven pattern of population and resource depletion.  Pupils will consider future trends in the resource-population balance                       
Resources: Completed; In Progress; Not Made
	Lesson
	Key Concept

(Key Idea)
	Curriculum Content and Pupil Activities
	Resources
	Place / Scale
	X-Curr Links + Key Skills
	Assessment Opportunities

	1
	Where do most people live?
	Discussion

Photo interpretation

Definitions

(Class survey & graphs of results)
	S: Note down 3 populated areas and 3 areas without a large population
M: Use Google map on PowerPoint and activ studio software to map where the class lives.
Discuss that there must be reasons why lots of them live in one place but not others.

Answer step 1 up to question 6 in full sentences and explained.

P: Collate results from class survey
	P24-25

UK Population PowerPoint

ACTIVstudio
	Local

National
	Numeracy
	Step 1

(Class survey)

	2
	Why do people live in some areas but not in others?
	Discussion

Sorting/classification of factors

Atlas work

Map drawing
	S: Look back at class survey and suggest reasons for the pattern. What is so good about certain areas compared to others?
M: Read textbook p26 and then answer Q1.

Which of these are important to our families?
Give out atlases and blank Britain maps and pupils answer Q2-4.

P: Which factors would be most important to you? Has that changed your opinion of where you would like to live from last lesson?
	P26-27

UK Population PowerPoint

Atlas

B Isles outline
	National

Local
	
	Step 2

	3


	How is the pattern of population changing?
	Photo interpretation

Interpretation of choropleth map
	S: In pairs, act out a scenario in an inner city that might encourage you to move away. It does not have to be crime.
M: Draw an image and write a definition of Greenfield and brownfield site.
Pupils then answer Q1-3 from step 3

P: H/W Design a government poster to attract people to greenfield or brownfield land in a part of the country of your choice, explaining on it, why they should go there.
	P28

The O2 land use map worksheet
	Local

National
	Numeracy
	Step 3

	4
	Enquiry – Pattern of people in Europe”
	Choropleth map interpretation

Atlas work/map interpretation

Using secondary sources

Report writing
	S: Pupils have to think of somewhere in Europe they have been on holiday, even in Britain, and write a paragraph describing the population distribution and density there. Also the infrastructure and services available there.
Discuss the variations within Europe and look at map on p29.

M: Pupils work to complete the enquiry on their own, using the skills that they have learnt throughout the previous 3 lessons
P: 
	P29

Atlas
	International/regional
	Literacy
	Completed enquiry


	5
	How many people are there in the world & where do they live?
	Discussion

Table interpretation

Ranking of factors

Graph drawing

Evaluation of graphical techniques

Map interpretation

Internet research

Scatter graph drawing/interpretation
	S: Map from Memory
Discuss findings

M: Pupils answer Q1-6
Extension – as well as question, also ask them to shade the two groups in different colours on a map and can they spot a pattern? (North-South Brandt line)
P: World Population Clock. Pupils note down the number and the date/time
Explain H/W: W/S 16
	P30-31

W/S 16

Map from Memory exemplar and blank from It’s a World Thing 
Online World Population Clock
	Global
	Numeracy

Citiz.

ICT
	Step 1

Completed W/S

	6
	How is the world’s population changing?
	Table completion/calculations

Graph drawing

Graph interpretation

Definitions
	S: World Population Clock. Pupils note down the number and the date/time.
Discuss

M: Population Sink diagram annotated with definitions.

Living Graph of World Population Explosion to show growth and historical events
P: Poster to show ‘Population Explosion’ concept.

	P32

Online World Population Clock

Population Explosion PowerPoint
Living Graph World Pop Growth worksheet (photocopy from RP PGCE file)
	Global
	Numeracy

History
	Step 2

	7


	How is China controlling its population?
	Interpretation of text

Calculation of pop numbers

Discussion of policies
	S: BBC news clip – Chinese overcome 1 child policy from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6694135.stm 
M: Read the textbook p33 together
Pupils answer Q1-5

Watch 25min video of one child policy. Pupils note down the problems with the policy.

P: Pupils consider whether they think the scheme is a success or not and whether it should continue.
H/W: Design a propaganda poster for the policy
	P33

China One Child Policy PowerPoint
BBC News website
	National - China
	Numeracy

Citiz.
	Step 3

	8


	What is the demographic transition model?
	Table completion

Graph interpretation

Definitions
	S: Display figures for Britain’s pop in 1871 to show how its pop has changed
M: Make notes on the model from PowerPoint and answer questions in Step 3.
P: Class mind map: What factors have we learnt affect population size and growth?

	P 34-35

W/S 17 (support)

Demographic Transition Model PowerPoint
	Global
	
	Step 3

	9


	What is meant by pop structure?
	Definitions

Comparison of pop pyramids
	S: Class population survey. Each student lists the age and sex of their immediate family inc grandparents (if alive). BE CAREFUL NOT TO ASSUME ALL HAVE PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS. Collate results and construct a class pyramid
M: What factors affect population brainstorm?

Draw a UK pyramid from the figures on flipchart

Pupils add annotations on board at front and then any others that they can think of.
P: Sketch of LEDC shape and Q1 Step 4 p36
	P36

Population Pyramids ACTIV Flipcharts (or PowerPoint)
Pyramid outlines
	National
	Numeracy

History
	Step 4

	10
(+11?)
	What is a census?
	Discussion

Interpretation of text

Forecasting of trends/changes

Research

Group work

Questionnaire design

Data collection

Data interpretation
	S: Watch Blair’s infamous interview with Paxman and ask – why is it important to know how many people?
M: Pupils work through questions about the census using W/S20 – 20 mins
In groups, they then work on producing their own enquiry – 25 mins

P:
H/W: Year 9 Census Worksheet online activity
	W/S 20+21

W/S 22

Blair Newsnight PowerPoint


	National

Local
	Literacy

Citiz.

Identity &

Cultural 

diversity


	Completed W/S and Enquiry

	11-12
	Enquiry – “Population – problems and possibilities”
	Research

Group work

Report writing

Debate
	S: Watch BBC Newsnight debate on population issue. Population is a hugely controversial and important issue, which needs a worldwide consensus one way or another.
M: Introduce the task and how the debate will work.
Students research the issues from their country’s point of view

P: Lesson continues next time.
S: Opportunity for questions related to research findings from last lesson

Reorganise the room layout for debate.
Pupils have a few minutes to get themselves ready.
M: The debate.

P: Pupils write summaries of different countries’ views and suggest policies that could be agreed on by the majority.

What are pupils’ own views?
	P37

W/S 19 (support)

IT room preferable for first lesson
Newsnight Population Debate PowerPoint
	National
	ICT

Literacy

Citiz.

Cultural

diversity
	Completed enquiry

	13
	Is there a balance between pop & resources?
	Discussion

Listing of basic resources

Photo interpretation

Definitions
	S: Show The Simpsons Series 2 Disc 1 Episode 7F01 and students list resources from first 5 mins.
Definition of resource as something which people use. Can be basic or luxury – classify the list of Simpsons resources. Does the list of ‘basics’ change in different parts of the world?

M: If the World was a village of 100… activity
Questions 1-5 Step 1 p39

P: Hotseat – What have you learnt today about the World’s population?

H/W Homework from p39
	P38-39

The Simpsons Series 2 Disc 1 Episode 7F01

Village of 100 sheets
	Global
	Citiz.
	Step 1

	14
	What is the link between pop & resources in Australia?
	Atlas work

Map interpretation

Definitions

Interpretation of text
	S: Why should England always beat Australia at cricket? Despite their size, UK’s population is much greater than Australia’s. In fact, London’s metropolitan population (12m) is equivalent to over 60% of Australia’s total!
M: Pupils answers Questions 1-4 on W/S 14
P: Why are countries like Australia and Canada said to be underpopulated?
Do pupils think that these definitions can be applied to all parts of each country? 

	P40-41

Atlas

W/S 14 

Overpopulation, underpopulation and migration PowerPoint


	National -Australia
	Literacy

Citiz.
	Step 2

W/S 14 Ext Qs

	15
	How is pressure of increasing pop affecting the world’s environment?
	Photo interpretation

Definitions

Letter writing

Sorting of facts/opinions
	S: Spaceship and Prospector Earth pairs drawing activity
M: Watch Population and Resources DVD and pupils complete the worksheet.
Pupils look at the ecological footprint calculator at http://www.ecologicalfootprint.com/ and we work out the footprints for 5 students and the class note them down.

So how can we balance the world’s use of resources?
Pupils make notes on source E p43.

Then answer Question 4 Step 3 p42.
P: Watch BBC video on solution to UK overpopulation. 
What other metaphors could be used for the Earth’s predicament?
H/W: Design a Spaceship Earth style poster.
	P42-43

Spaceship Earth images

Population and resources DVD from WCGS

Ecological footprint website
BBC video
	National/Local
	Literacy

Citiz.
	Step 3

	16
	What is migration & why does it occur?
	Discussion

Interpretation of text

Sorting of factors

Research
	S: Cristiano Ronaldo migration – why?
M: Copy definitions from PowerPoint and try to think of an example of each type of migration.

W/S Questions 1-5
Different attitudes to migrants in media – UK/Australia/USA
Video from http://www.forcedmigration.org
P: Migration within a country – class survey and Q3 Step 3 p42
	W/S 18

Migration PowerPoint

Newspaper articles

Internet
	National/International
	Citiz.

Literacy

Cultural diversity
	Completed W/S

	17
	Enquiry – “Can the Earth cope with the world’s population?”
	Group work

Research

Report writing

Debate
	S: Remind students of the Newsnight debate they saw before
M: Pupils work in 3s to produce a ‘sketch’ like that of Newsnight debating the issues using the questions in the Enquiry on p43 as a basis.
P: Groups act out their debates in front of class. Possibly try to film them in style of Newsnight.
	P43

W/S 23

Newsnight Population Debate PowerPoint
Video camera
	Global
	Citiz

Literacy

Identity
	Completed enquiry


3
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