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National Curriculum Geography Planning

Agenda for meeting at Sutton Grammar 7th March 2014
A useful website for background info and resources is http://geognc.wordpress.com/ 

1. Features of New Curriculum – 30 mins (2.15-2.45)
· WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR OUR SCHOOLS?

· Academies must teach a broad and balanced curriculum, but do not have to follow the National Curriculum. 
St. Philomena’s, meanwhile, not an academy are going to be teaching all of new NC KS3 from September.
· 3.1  The national curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge that they need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said; and helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. 

· 3.2  The national curriculum is just one element in the education of every child. There is time and space in the school day and in each week, term and year to range beyond the national curriculum specifications. The national curriculum provides an outline of core knowledge around which teachers can develop exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the wider school curriculum. (Framework)
· 3.7  The arts (comprising art and design, music, dance, drama and media arts), design and technology, the humanities (comprising geography and history) and modern foreign language are not compulsory national curriculum subjects after the age of 14, but all pupils in maintained schools have a statutory entitlement to be able to study a subject in each of those four areas. 

· 3.8  The statutory requirements in relation to the entitlement areas are: 

(  schools must provide access to a minimum of one course in each of the four entitlement areas 

(  schools must provide the opportunity for pupils to take a course in all four areas, should they wish to do so
Discussion amongst schools that the EBacc was already changing, and the new focus on Progress 8, may change, pupils’ access at KS4

Glenthorne have a vocational stream only for the weakest pupils that would not give access to humanities (Only a very small number of weak pupils).

(  a course that meets the entitlement requirements must give pupils the opportunity to obtain an approved qualification. (Framework)
· Every Child Matters (Inclusion inc. SEN & EAL), Numeracy and Literacy should be included in every subject area.
· THE CURRICULUM – SEE HANDOUT

· What do we like, not like, what is similar, different to former NC?

· What is missing?

Greater emphasis on Places and new places makes it easy to show change from old curriculum. 

Some comment that there are some similarities between the existing Edexcel GCSE and the new KS3 NC. Also comments that it is a very conventional/ historic-style Geography curriculum.
Some consternation that Plate Tectonics has disappeared from the provisional KS4 curriculum. This seems to be the loss of a subject that captures pupils’ imaginations.

2. Curriculum Continuum KS2-5 – 30 mins (2.45 – 3.15)
· SEE KS2 & 4 CONTENT HANDOUTS

· We expect the other subjects on which we consulted to be introduced for first teaching from 2016. After taking into consideration the consultation responses and working with Ofqual, we will look to publish revised content for those subjects early in 2014.  (GCSE Consultation Government response www.gov.uk)
No UK and Europe focus at KS3 assumes that they have done this at KS2, otherwise there will be a gap in knowledge - can’t guarantee this with academy status of so many schools.

Also an issue with keeping UK and European geography running through to KS4; will there be enough time to teach these as well as the advised content?
Wallington County Grammar teaches a unit of local Geography at the start of KS3 (“Who Am I?”) which links to wider geographical knowledge, local area study and rural map studies. This was agreed to be a good approach to incorporating different topics within a unit; but there is a problem with fitting this in within the new KS3, which we felt may not engage pupils as well when they have to study areas that are a long way from home or outside of their comprehension.

Greenshaw feel that their 3-year GCSE course has worked better with 7 units across the 3 years to find the balance between keeping pupils engaged and having too much to do.
3. Measuring Progress in the National Curriculum – 30 mins (3.15-3.45)
· Using the SGS grade descriptors based upon the existing assessment guidelines. They are testing Understanding Places, Exploring Interconnections & change and Enquiry/Communication, which still fit with new NC Assessment Objectives of Knowledge (Place), Understanding (Interconnection), Skills (Communication) and Application (Enquiry). What do people think?
· Key Assessments – 3 per year tracking progress with detailed criteria

Different approaches from RAG Grades to systems based upon NC levels. Many schools are already using the system of “Even Better If…” and Carshalton Girls using “Next Time I…”. Both were fairly popular. Quite a bit of variation between the amounts of assessment at each school but agreed that the dialogue between staff and pupils was important, however that is achieved (EBI, NTI or discussion etc.) 

Also an agreement that as long as departments were consistent in their approach and that if students knew how they were progressing and what they needed to improve then the regularity or type of marking was less important than the quality.

Approaches to baseline testing were also discussed and these were felt to be increasingly important with the number of Academy primary schools not bound by the NC any more.

4. Curriculum Planning and OFSTED – 30 mins (3.45-4.15)
· Purpose and Aims – NC framework has one and our curricula and topics should too. Do people use them? I used to but no longer give them to the pupils. Perhaps I should. Do you allow students to design them?
Can Geography departments sit down with other subjects when planning their new curricula to see where there is X-curricular overlap?

· When we create a curriculum across the key stages we need to start with simple concepts that describe objects and build progression through adding distinctions, considering the relationships between objects and searching for patterns. One can proceed either by moving from location to location (regional geography) or from one topic/sub-discipline to another (systematic geography). Both approaches are legitimate, but Gersmehl (2009) suggests that the best way to teach the subject is to move between the two, which obviously requires some skill. This way, pupils will develop an understanding of synthesis and spatial variation. Therefore, teachers are strongly encouraged to embed physical and human geography topics within a locational context (or the other way around!). (Linking Systematic Geography and Locational knowledge at KS3)

Is it realistic in the new curriculum to link systems via places in this way, given the focus on different places at each Key Stage? Will Russia or the Middle East allow enough examples of the systems that need covering?

· The power of a well-chosen artefact

· Whether it is in creating the need to know, or in providing evidence for interrogation, what often sits at the very centre of a memorable geography lesson (or sequence of lessons) is a really great resource: The artefact may be the lynchpin of your lesson sequence but its power is derived from how you use it. This is determined by your purposes. This is curriculum making! (GA Curriculum making)
Ray Pletts (Sutton Grammar) stated that he will take a new approach to curriculum planning in the future as his starting point or lynchpin resource in the past had often been the textbook when designing curricula, even though often his lesson lynchpins were often something more exciting. He will in future begin with focus groups of students and the lynchpin artefacts.

Supplement curriculum planning with GA Teachers’ Toolkit Books

· OFSTED December 2013 Framework for Inspection states:
Quality of teaching in the school 
· The most important purpose of teaching is to raise pupils’ achievement. Inspectors consider the planning and implementation of learning activities across the whole of the school’s curriculum, together with teachers’ marking, assessment and feedback to pupils. They evaluate activities both within and outside the classroom. They also evaluate teachers’ support and intervention strategies and the impact that teaching has on the promotion of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

· When evaluating the quality of teaching in the school, inspectors will consider the extent to which: 

· the teaching in all key stages and subjects promotes pupils’ learning and progress across the curriculum
· SEE YEAR PLANNER AND SCHEME OF WORK HANDOUT
5. Resourcing and Support Needs – 10 mins (4.15-4.25)
· What other assistance/resources/time do you require in order to produce effective curricula for your students?

· See Moodle
Some worry about the potential cost but discussion that many departments are not really using textbooks anyway at the moment.

6. Next Meeting and Agenda (4.25-4.30)
To be held at Sutton Grammar in June with a focus on the draft curricula that schools have been working on by then.

7. AOB

