Berlin Wall Exercise

You are President John F Kennedy, 7 months into your 1st term of office.

It is the 14th August 1961. Overnight the Soviets have encircled West Berlin with a barbed wire partition. Their aims are clear - to isolate West Berlin and increase the Soviet sphere of influence even more. They are also testing your resolve as a new President - will you choke, stand strong or compromise?

As the leader of the Western world it is your responsibility to address your nation with a response. Your speech must consider all the factors in play ...

What do the Soviets really want?

What are your responsibilities?

What has triggered this extreme response?

What are the possible consequences of each reaction - nuclear war?, humiliation?, triumph over communism?

What are the implications for West Berliners?

Is it too late to intervene?

Are the Soviets just testing your nerve?

You must write an address to the nation either 

1. Agreeing to all Soviet demands and withdrawing or 

2. Promising to stand by the West Berliners no matter what

Whatever your position, you must justify it

Work in pairs, each preparing one of the arguments. We will hear speeches next week ...
