The Organisation of the State for War
(Howard)

1. Revolutionary Wars

“The nature of 18thc warfare was so intimately bound up with the nature of the society conducting it that a revolution in the one was bound to cause a revolution in the other”

Wars are expressions of state policies – Clausewitz

As states change their natures, so too their wars.

French Rev. saw creation of ‘citizen armies’ – citizens fighting for ‘their’ state.

Revolutionary France was a “fanatically totalitarian” regime whose organization of a Nation in Arms supplemented the professionals of the ancient regime.

Work of Lazare Carnot:

· Organised the mass army (1m men under arms by 1794)

· Believed in the crushing impact of numerical superiority

· “Fire, steel and patriotism”

Carnot also created a planned war economy based on the fear of the guillotine:

· All crops requisitioned

· A national bread (pain d’egalite) distributed against ration cards 

· Maximum price fixed for all consumer goods

· Stocks of luxuries requisitioned for export against the import of new war materials

· Transport and industrial output nationalized and put to war needs

· Harsh punishment for evasion – death

· Arms, ammo, uniform and equipment manufacture all nationalized

· Scientists conscripted to work on problems of metallurgy, explosives, ballistics, all matters relating to armaments manufacture

· Research lab set up (Meudon) – devised first military observation balloons

· Est. of semaphore telegraph between Paris and frontier

· “For the first time science was applied to warfare on a national scale.”
After 1794, and the end of the Terror, supply and arms devpt. Reverted to private suppliers – more inefficient, corrupt.  

Reaction

Prussia – needed to change to combat enthusiasm of French revolutionaries

Scharnhorst – establish a concept of Germany, rather than the Hohenzollerns – unpopular at court

1813 – outburst of patriotic enthusiasm in Germany broke down old barriers; conscription; national service force (landwehr) created with elected officers and compulsory service – landwehr and army mobilized 600,000 men against French.  Germany would have been a Nation in Arms, but still not a single state.

